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Early sailing routes attributed to Malay shipping  
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Sea crossings to and beyond Sahul, and high-sea fishing  
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from Late Pleistocene through Middle Holocene  
The rising sea and inundation of Sunda-Sahul
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Primeval developments of watercraft construction
in ISEA and around the South China Sea
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Protoforms of words for ‘person’ in Austronesian languages

(1) Taiwan;  (2) the Philippines;  (3) Sulawesi & surroundings;  (4) west of Sulawesi;
(5) Nusa Tenggara;  (6) Maluku;  (7) West Papua & Papua-New Guinea;  (8) Further Oceania



Development of the Chinese junk from a double canoe
zhōu ‘boat’ as reflected in the form of the character 

770 – 250 BCE 1300 – 1046 BCEmodern bamboo raft

Modern & Eastern Zhou (770 – 250 BCE):

fǎng
‘two boats lashed together’

chuán
‘boats, ship’

(Karlgren 1940)



Words for ‘two boats lashed together’ in Chinese



Protoforms of words for ‘boat’ in Austronesian languages

(Blust 2009)



Derivations of the root *liu ~ *liw ‘change, exchange, return’

Secondary protoform *ba-liw > *beli ‘buy’



Distribution of reflexes of the Malayo-Polynesian protoform  *beli  “buy”
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The Malayo-Polynesian dispersal (2500 – 1000 BCE)  and
ISEA – South China Sea maritime communication (2100 BCE – 500 CE)



From‘boat’ to ‘coffin’    East of the straits:

West of the straits:

Ship-of-the-dead cult: (Steinmann 1937)
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Pacific-Ocean cultivar

Indian-Ocean   
cultivar

The coconut in Valmiki’s Ramayana:



Book 1 of the Mahabharata,
the Adiparva



Ptolemaic atlas of the Indian “Sea”

naked people

anthropophági (cannibals)-



Nâga “sea pirates” in the Bay of Bengal submitted to
emperor  Asoka after the latter adopted the Buddhist
religion (c. 260 BCE).
´

(according to Ksemendra)
.

The Mons called these sea rovers Raksasa ‘cannibal demons’ 
.In Burmese tradition they were called Bilù ‘kind of

monster which eats human flesh and possesses
super-human eyes’

Bilù-gyùn
island

Moken
(Mergui islands)

´



Hypothetical routes of pre-500 CE maritime communication by 
Malayo-Polynesian and Negrito shipping
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Thank  you
Terima kasih
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